
 
Regional Water Supply and Quality Programs Benefit 
Shareholders 
Watermaster, under the leadership of Cal Domestic’s former President, Jim Byerrum, and with 
the active participation of Cal Domestic’s President, Lynda Noriega, has considered and 
implemented a number of initiatives in recent years to address the ongoing drought conditions 
and the declining groundwater elevations, including 

Watermaster Programs to Improve Long-Term Water Supply Reliability 
RDA to Purchase and Store Water for Emergencies. After the unprecedented drought conditions in 2007–
2009 disrupted imported water deliveries, Watermaster established the RDA to purchase imported water 
when supplies were available and storing it in the Basin against future disruptions.  

Expanded Cyclic Storage to Incentivize Pre-Purchases of Imported Water. To stabilize declining 
groundwater levels, Watermaster expanded its Cyclic Storage Program in 2013–14 to incentivize producers 
to pre-purchase and store replenishment water before pumping it. This can save participating shareholders 
hundreds of thousands of dollars and increase water in storage. 

RDA II to Stabilize Groundwater Elevations. The 
RDA II, established in 2016–17, balances the 
purchase and delivery of imported water with 
financial feasibility. This assures wet water will be 
delivered to the Basin annually regardless of rainfall 
levels, and has the ability to address declining 
groundwater elevations and offer increased water 
supply reliability over time. 

Pre-Deliveries of Additional Imported Water. Watermaster, Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California, and various municipal water districts agreed to have MWD to pre-deliver substantial quantities 
of untreated imported water between fiscal year 2017–18 and fiscal year 2019–20. This brings additional 
water into the Basin and helps raise groundwater levels which benefits all pumpers, including Cal Domestic. 

Major New Regional Groundwater Management Outreach. Both Watermaster and the San Gabriel Valley 
Water Association initiated basin-wide outreach programs to promote conservation and help the public 
understand critical regional water issues. Topics of the outreach include how the watershed and Basin 
work, what makes the Basin unique, and why a wet year in Northern California does not necessarily 
translate into robust water supplies in the Basin.  

Developing a Permanent, Drought-Proof Recycled 
Water Supply. The Main San Gabriel Basin plans to 
be a primary storage location for recycled water 
from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California (MWD). While costly, this supply will be 
100% reliable and less expensive over time than 
other long-term supplies, and will help maintain 
groundwater levels in the Basin.   

Since 2016, RDA II has generated nearly 
$42 million to purchase supplemental water 
for the Basin. 

The Carson Recycled Water Project could 
provide enough water to raise groundwater 
levels in the Basin 50 feet or more. 



 

 

 
Maintain a Conservatively Low Operating Safe Yield (OSY). A low OSY triggers the purchase of additional 
imported water when local supplies are insufficient to add storage to the Basin. This helps to maintain Basin 
levels and generates income through groundwater replenishment assessments for purchasing imported 
water. 

Collaborating to Save Money and Improve the Water Supply 
Up to 3,800 Acre-Feet per Year of Additional Water. The 2017 Baldwin Park Operable Unit (BPOU) Project 
Agreement includes provisions for Cal Domestic to receive up to 3,800 acre-feet of water per year from San 
Gabriel Valley Water Company. All capital construction costs for this project were paid by the Cooperating 
Respondents and not by Cal Domestic’s shareholders.  

Avoiding Proposed Meter Tax with CalMutuals. In 2012, S.B. 200 originally proposed a statewide water 
meter tax to help low-income communities provide safe, clean water. CalMutuals and the San Gabriel 
Valley Water Association advocated for alternatives, and in the end funds came from the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund. Cal Domestic’s President and Director of Finance and Administration are both active in 
these organizations. 

Helping Lawmakers on Avoid Unintended Consequences of Water Legislation. In 2018, Watermaster and 
the San Gabriel Valley Water Association coordinated comments on AB 1668 and SB 606, known as the 
“Making Conservation a California Way of Life” legislation, meeting with local leaders to educate them on 
Basin operations. These meetings highlighted how the legislation could be paired with proposed changes to 
the California Water Code to ensure it would not negatively impact water reuse and other regional water 
supply sustainability efforts. 
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